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RAILEVANT (& useful) 

What if my client needs the benefits of rail but doesn't  
have track onsite? 

No track? No problem. Typically, rail is a more cost-effective shipping option. However, many 

shippers (or receivers) don’t have tracks at their door. With transloading, it doesn’t matter: all 

shippers and receivers can benefit from rail.  

Transloading Illustrated 

 Source:  "Transloading Decoded" - Union Pacific 

 
(cont. on next page) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://northcarolinarailroadcompany.cmail19.com/t/ViewEmail/t/6B066DE1A6A8AF852540EF23F30FEDED/BE421824E13F299EF99AA49ED5AF8B9E
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END OF THE LINE  

The Real McCoy 

 
Elijah McCoy 
1848-1929 

  

 

Many theories of its origin exist, but when we 
want the best, we ask for "the Real 
McCoy". Elijah McCoy, one of the most 
influential inventors of the 19th century, invented 
the first ironing board and lawn sprinkler 
system. This July marks the 148th anniversary 
of his lesser known, but equally revolutionary 
invention -  the "oil-drip cup". 

Aided by his parents who fled slavery via the 
Underground Railroad, McCoy left home at age 
15 to study in Scotland. He returned to the U.S. 
a “master mechanic & engineer" in hopes of 
landing an engineering position with the railroad, 
but was only offered the role of "fireman & 
oilman" - backbreaking, dangerous, and low-
paying work.  

 
McCoy's Original Cup 

Overqualified and likely frustrated, 
McCoy invented a "cup" that automatically 
distributed oil over the engine's moving parts, 
rather than requiring a train to stop for a human 
to manually oil it (much like the Wizard of Oz's 
Tin Man). 

Many would try (and fail) to replicate McCoy's 
"cup", so when companies wanted the authentic 
device, they requested "the Real McCoy". McCoy 
would ultimately hold 57 patents in 
Detroit. The Elijah J. McCoy Midwest Regional 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is named for 
him and his remarkable achievements.  
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Source: National Railroad Hall of Fame & SmithsonianMag.com 
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