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This study is a ridership forecasting study to assess the viability 

of commuter rail service on the NCRR corridor

ǩThe study was motivated by the NCRRõs efforts to understand the 

potential value of commuter rail on the 140 -mile study corridor to the 

citizens of the state

ǩIt follows NCRRõs 2008 Shared Corridor Commuter Rail Capacity Study, 

which determined necessary capital improvements for shared freight 

and commuter operations on the 140 -mile study corridor

ǩThe study corridor includes the NCRR line between Greensboro and 

Goldsboro, as well as the Chapel Hill spur

ǩThe study includes ridership forecasts for 2012, 2017, and 2022, using 

2009 as the base model year
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To evaluate commuter rail on the corridor, we developed a new 

regional demand model, incorporating three existing models
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The modelõs base commuter rail scenario uses a four-line configurationé
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éwith fares ranging from $2-$10, based on the number of zones traversed

W
e
s
t 
G

re
e

n
s
b

o
ro

G
re

e
n

s
b

o
ro

G
re

e
n

s
b

o
ro

 /
 B

e
n

b
o

w
 R

d
.

G
re

e
n

s
b

o
ro

 E
a

s
t 
L

o
o

p
 A

re
a

E
lo

n

B
u

rl
in

g
to

n

M
e

b
a

n
e

 A
re

a

E
fl
a

n
d

 A
re

a

H
ill

s
b

o
ro

u
g

h
 A

re
a

U
n
iv

e
rs

it
y
 S

ta
ti
o

n
 R

o
a

d

W
e
s
t 
D

u
rh

a
m

D
u
rh

a
m

W
e
s
t 
R

a
le

ig
h

Carrboro / Chapel Hill

Carolina North

Blackwood

1 Zone $2

2 Zones $3

3 Zones $6

4 Zones $8

5 Zones $9

6 Zones $10

Fare Table



NCRR Commuter Rail Study 6

Base scenario ridership estimates indicate strong future growth

ǩRidership growth is initially slow, but picks up significantly in the later 

model years

ǩThe 2009 base scenario ridership forecast would rank the commuter 

rail service 16 th out of 23 US commuter rail systems
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Scenario Daily Ridership Annual Ridership

2009 Base Scenario 4,637 1.21M

2012 Base Scenario 4,558 1.18M

2017 Base Scenario 6,275 1.63M

2022 Base Scenario 11,150 2.90M
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Ridership growth is focused in the Triad and Triangle areasé
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éwith nearly all of the 2017-2022 growth in the Triangleé


